Winter Reminders

Winter has arrived and the various Township departments are actively responding to the winter maintenance needs of our residents.  Please help reviewing and following the below reminders.
On Street Parking Prohibited During Snow Removal Activities

Remove vehicles from the street during any snow event that requires plowing or the application of salt or cinders.  This only makes their job easier.  Township Code prohibits parking, or allowing to be parked, any motor vehicle or other vehicle on a public street within the Township following the deposit or accumulation of ice or snow of three (3) inches or greater in depth, until the snow has been completely plowed from the full width of the roadway. Violators are subject to a $15 fine when ticketed by the Police Department, or towing when necessary.   The Road Department thanks you for your help in this area.

Mailboxes

Mailboxes and posts are often broken from the weight of the plowed snow or simply pushed over by snow.  Please checks posts for deterioration to reduce the possibility of breakage.  Also, install mailboxes as far from the edge of the roadway as permitted by your postal delivery personnel.  Installations in the right of way are placed there at the owner’s risk. 

State Road Maintenance
PA D.O.T. provides winter maintenance on the following:  I-376, Tuscarawas Road, Barclay Hill Road, Lisbon Road, Pine Grove Road (from Doyle Drive to Industry), Wildwood Road, Grange Road, Park Road, Brady’s Run Road, Achortown Road, and Doyle Drive.  Concerns regarding any of these roads should be directed to PA D.O.T. at (724) 774-6610 (answers 24 hours).

Fire Hydrants - You Can Help!

Is a fire hydrant located in front of your property?  If so, please help out the Fire Department and Municipal Authority by clearing the snow away from the hydrant to keep it readily available in the event of an emergency.  Remember, do not shovel snow into the street.  

Drive Safely

Winter storms and weather cause an increase in vehicular accidents.  The Police Department recommends that driver’s take time to learn and practice these tips for driving safely during snowy and icy conditions.  

· Black Ice:  Black ice is ice that forms on a roadway as a result of snow melting and re-freezing, and it is almost invisible.  Driving at normal speeds can result in very serious accidents if black ice is encountered. Always be alert to the possibility of black ice when temperatures are near or below freezing. Pavement that looks dry but appears darker in color and dull-looking should alert you to the presence of black ice. 

· Drive Slowly:  Failing to allow enough time to stop is a major cause of winter driving accidents. During slippery conditions stopping distances can triple. Driving at a slower speed, anticipating stops at intersections, and applying brakes sooner than normal will help ensure accident-free stops. Always allow plenty of extra space between you and other vehicles to minimize the need for quick stops. 

· Drive Cautiously: Acceleration and turning also present dangers during winter. Accelerate slowly to avoid loss of traction and subsequent loss of control. Turn slowly, with caution, to avoid sliding into a stationary object or the path of an oncoming vehicle. Avoid sudden movements. During a skid, steer cautiously in the direction you want the car to go. 

· Buckle Up! Be sure you and your passengers wear seatbelts at all times. Not only is it the law, it can also save lives, especially when driving in bad weather.

· Use Headlights: Turn on your headlights during adverse weather conditions. Overcast skies and falling snow limit visibility. It is important to see and be seen. 

· It’s True:  Like all the signs say, bridges and overpasses freeze before the roadway. Use extra caution on these. 

· Be Prepared:  Prepare your vehicle well ahead of time. Check fluid levels, tire pressure, lights, and the battery. Have a mechanic give your vehicle a winter check-up and make any necessary repairs. Stock an emergency kit containing heavy clothes and a blanket, traction material such as sand or kitty litter, tire chains, a small shovel, first aid kit, flashlight, jumper cables, and a bright cloth to use as a flag. 

